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Course Description 
CJK0301 | Introduc�on to Correc�ons | 32 hours/1.07 credits 
This founda�onal course provides students with a comprehensive overview of the correc�onal system, including its 
history, philosophy, and role within the criminal jus�ce system. Students will examine different correc�onal 
approaches, ins�tu�onal types, and the goals of incarcera�on, rehabilita�on, and community supervision. 
 
Course Competencies: 
Competency 1: The student will demonstrate comprehensive knowledge of correc�onal system founda�ons by: 

1. Analyzing the historical development of correc�onal prac�ces and ins�tu�ons 
2. Evalua�ng the philosophical frameworks underlying modern correc�onal approaches 
3. Examining the evolu�on of punishment theories from retribu�on to rehabilita�on 
4. Assessing the impact of landmark legisla�on on contemporary correc�onal opera�ons 

 
Competency 2: The student will differen�ate between various correc�onal approaches and ins�tu�onal frameworks 
by: 

1. Comparing federal, state, and local correc�onal facility structures and opera�ons 
2. Contras�ng minimum, medium, and maximum security ins�tu�onal classifica�ons 
3. Analyzing the organiza�onal hierarchy and staffing models in correc�onal facili�es 
4. Evalua�ng the effec�veness of different correc�onal program delivery systems 
5. Iden�fying specialized facili�es designed for specific offender popula�ons 

 
Competency 3: The student will analyze the role of correc�ons within the broader criminal jus�ce system by: 

1. Examining the rela�onship between correc�ons and law enforcement agencies 
2. Evalua�ng coordina�on mechanisms between correc�ons and court systems 
3. Assessing the integra�on of correc�ons with proba�on and parole services 
4. Analyzing informa�on sharing protocols across criminal jus�ce components 

 
Competency 4: The student will evaluate the goals and outcomes of correc�onal interven�ons by: 

1. Analyzing recidivism rates and their implica�ons for correc�onal effec�veness 
2. Examining evidence-based prac�ces in rehabilita�on programming 
3. Assessing the balance between public safety and offender reintegra�on objec�ves 
4. Evalua�ng cost-benefit analyses of incarcera�on versus alterna�ve sanc�ons 
5. Analyzing community supervision models and their impact on offender outcomes 

 
Learning Outcomes:  

• Communicate effec�vely using listening, speaking, reading, and wri�ng skills  
• Solve problems using cri�cal and crea�ve thinking and scien�fic reasoning  
• Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply informa�on 
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